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A comparison of Negative Adverbs “Bu” and “Mei” from the Cognitive
Aspect

Hua Yang
(Hunan University, Changsha / Hunan, 410082)

Abstract: “Bu” and “Mei” are the most frequently used negative adverbs in Modern Mandarin. On the
one hand, they are used differently; on the other hand, they are alternative. Firstly, “Mei”can only be
used in the past tense and present tense, while “Bu” can also be used in the future tense. Secondly,
“Bu” describes subjective wishes, while “Mei” describes objective wishes. Thirdly, “Bu” modifies discrete
guantifiers, while “Mei” modifies continuous quantifiers. But there are still lots of debates on the above
differences. Based on the previous study, this paper aims to explore the difference between “Bu” and
“Mei” from the aspect of “Bu/Mei+nouns”, “Bu/Mei+verbs” and “Bu/Mei+adjectives” by decategorization
and subjectivization. In this way, Mandarin speakers and Mandarin learners can have a better
understanding of the negative rules in Mandarin, thus, they can use negative rules more appropriately.

Keywords: Bu; Mei; decategorization; subjectivization; negative rules



