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The development of the Autonomous Universities of Thailand

Qiu Haiqing, Luo Zhongyou
(Hunan University, Changsha/ Hunan, 410082)

Abstract: As a highlight of the reform of the higher education and management mechanism in Thailand,
the autonomy university is the model of how universities shifted from the management mode of “national
monopoly” towards the mode of “national supervision”. Its development has experienced the embryonic
development in the 1960s, the shelving phase between the 1970s and 1980s, the development phase
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between the late 1980s and the late 1990s and prosperity following the 215t century. Since Suranaree
University of Technology, the first autonomy university in Thailand, was founded in 1990, there have
been 24 autonomy universities that are still developing. Through the research on the development of the
autonomy universities in Thailand, the thesis analyzes the origin, development and status of autonomy
universities.

Keywords: Thailand, higher education, Public University, Autonomous University



