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A STUDY ON POLITICAL EQUALITY OF DAHL

Zhao Yongguang
(Hunan University, Changsha/Hunan, 410082)

Abstract: Political equality thought is the basis of Robert Dahl’s pluralistic democracy theory, but Dahl
had never clearly defined the concept of political equality, this paper attempts to deduce a clear concept
of political equality from Dahl’'s vast theoretical system by analyzing his thoughts political equality
principle, the standard of ideal democratic, the obstacles of political equality. After analyzing the concept
of political equality in Dahl’'s theory, it will point out its inherent contradictions. This paper argues that it is
the inner contradictions and vague of Dahl's political equality thought that makes his solution of
promoting political equality to be negative and not reasonable. If we can examine and develop Dahl's
theory by analyzing his thoughts of political equality, there may be more ideas to develop his pluralistic
democracy theory.

Keywords: Dahl political equality pluralistic democracy
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