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The School as Community
—Revisiting John Dewey’s Democracy and Education
CHENG Liang
(Department of Education and Institute of Schooling Reform and Development,
East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: John Dewey’s Democracy and Education is reckoned as the very classic in
philosophy of education as well as social and political philosophy. Revisiting this great book,
the paper attempts to figure out that Dewey induced the ideal the democratic community in
terms of the common goals, communal understating and shared action by members of the
group. For him, education is the foundation and inherited function of each community, and
also constitutes the benchmark measuring the quality of community. From the standpoint of
community and its relation to education, Dewey also depicted the school as a miniature
community where the social life is embodied, the interests of diverse groups are balanced, and
the cooperative enquiry can be found among students and teachers. Eventually the paper
elaborates the unity of Dewey’s philosophy of education and his social and political
philosophy and the advanced and idealistic quality of his conception of community, and
responds the popular generalization of his conception of “school as society”.

Key words: community; John Dewey; Democracy and Education
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