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The Response to Moral Nihilism: the Ethics of Lévinas and the

Transcendence of Teaching

ZHANG GUI
(Faculty of TeacherEducation,LishuiUniversity,Lishui323000, China)

Abstract: It is the fact that nihilism in nature is moral nihilism indicates that we still live in the
times of post- Nietzsche. The philosophical response to nihilism is to answer the fatal problem of
“whether or not we are duped by morality? ” In the terms of the critique on western
philosophical tradition, Lévinas explains the ontological ground of nihilism, whose Ethics makes a
prominent contribution to beyond nihilism. Lévinas argues that Ethics is metaphysics, which is
the idea that reconstructs the understanding of metaphysics, which helps us to comprehend the
Good correctly and defend the supreme of the Good, and remold the faith of the Good. Lévinas
argues that if the good has the ultimate meaning, then it must be a transcendence, a otherwise
than Being and beyond the totality of Being, which named by ethical transcendence that signifys
a infinite responsibility of the one to the other. The infinity as “enigma” revealed in the
sociality of the one and the other, manifestating a relationship of “face to face” , a
transcendence of “saying” over” “the said” . In this term that the rise of teaching is the
occurrence of the event of the subjectivity of “saying” and the encounter of “saying” , in
which process “the said” as universality is shared as the common thing. While the
transcendence of teaching not only means the transcendence of “saying” over” “the said” ,
but also means the transcendence of teaching over study, which opens a dimension and height of
the infinity, which brings about the yet unknown by students, and maintains a possibility of facing
the infinity.



Keywords: Infinity, Ethical Transcendence, the Good, the Other, Subjectivity, Educational
Encounter



