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What is “Civic Consciousness”?

Accurate Interpretation of China’s Official Understanding of “Citizenship”
TAN Chuanbao
(Center for Citizenship and Moral Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, 100875,
China)

Abstract:Fostering civic consciousness is one of the most important objectives of education.
What is “civic consciousness”? This paper will analyze the three most important policy texts of
the Chinese Communist Party and the Chinese government to interpret China’s official
understanding of “civic consciousness”. This paper argues that in order to correctly decipher
China’s official definition of “citizenship”, it is necessary to begin from three angles: the
insistence on socialist values, the carrying forward of Chinese traditional culture, and the active
absorption of knowledge from the world’s most advanced civilizations. From another dimension,



these three angles can also be seen as the three basic features in China’s official classification of
“civic consciousness”. These three angles also represent the “core values” and essential civic
educational goals in the pursuit of “socialism with Chinese characteristics” by the Chinese
Communist Party and Chinese government. They can be understood as the “trinity” in China’s
official understanding of “citizenship”.

Keywords:civic consciousness; cocialism with Chinese characteristics; the socialist core
values
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