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On Classical Civic Education
——A Perspective of Teleology
Li Changwei
Abstract: Teleology served as the foundation of anthropological interpretation by ancient
political philosophers, which constituted the theoretical basis of civil education in ancient times. In
the view of teleology, human beings were internally orientated, they were citizens belonging to
polis rather than abstract beings, and civil education was for the accomplishment of the internal
orientation. In the pedigree of ancient teleology, Socrates, as the founder of teleology, regarded
citizens as beings orientating towards goodness and thus defined the aim of civil education as the
cultivation of civil virtue, leading citizens to the life of happiness. Plato, as the developer of

teleology, explicitly proposed the “idea of goodness”, in which he believed was the true love of



ideal citizens.Accordingly, the ideal civil education rested with theguidance of the citizens from the
cave to the idea of goodness. Aristotle, as the best interpreter of teleology, contended that the
goodness citizens pursued was praxis rather than metaphysics, and the mission of civil education
was to promote the practice of civil goodness by cultivating good habits.
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