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The Subjective Spirit of Mencius’ Thought on Character Education
Fei Ye
(Institute of Moral Education, Nanjing Normal University)

[Abstract]: Mencius’ thought on Character education which focused on the subjective spirit
advanced the Pre-Qin Confucianism’s people-oriented thought and humanitarian spirit to a new
Height. In the human nature, Mencius thought that everyone has natural morality and natural
moral ability to be a subjective moral personality. So, everyone can be a subjective moral
personality in possibility and reality. In the methods of self-cultivation, Mencius not only paid
attention to self-reflection, but also paid attention to the self-cultivation of moral courage and
sense of justice; in moral will, Mencius emphasized to cultivate people’s strong moral will through
the difficulty of everyday life and moral life; in moral action, Mencius advocated the real man

personality which can defend the social morality and justice. In a word, Mencius’s thought about
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character education was beyond the limit of time and space. It includes abundant spitit of
subjectivity, and deserves our analyzing, understanding and absorption.

[Key words]: Mencius; The spirit of subjectivity; Character education; Subjective personality
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