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The Conceptualization of“Moral Education”,“Intellectual Education”and
“Physical Education”in Modern China
ZHANG Xiao-li

(Institute of Higher Education,Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006,China)

Abstract:“Moral education,intellectual education,and physical education”are the most
widely usedconcepts in the field of education.In the early 1900s,these concepts became
the“axiom”in the official,civil or academic fields in China.A variety of factors led to their
popularity. They did not come from Spen-cer and Yan Fu who did not clearly stated“moral
education,intellectual education,and physical education” in*““Yuan Qiang”(the revised version).The
prevalence and spread in China were more affected by Japan’sexperience.“Moral
education,intellectual education,and physical education”as*Japanese loanwords”be-came familiar
educational terminology to the public after Yan Xiu,Zhang Jian,and Zhang Zhi-Dong’s
in-troduction. Together with a variety of other factors,the theory of*“moral education,intellectual
educa-tion,and physical education”became one of the important factors that had contributed to
a“powerful” country.At the same time,they became the theoretical tools for Chinese people to
understand,discussand analyze educational issues.They are also the approaches to implementing
education.

Key words:moral education;intellectual education;physical education;Yan Fu;Spencer
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