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Rule or Virtue: Theoretical Approaches and Practical Choice in the Construction of Teacher
Professional Morality
Wang Fuyan

Abstract: Based on the understanding of the appropriate behavior of morality, teacher
professional morality has clarified the professional behavior patterns and the boundaries of
professional practice when interacting with students, colleagues and other groups. The rule-based
teachers' professional morality aims to seek for the moral rule for the teacher to act properly,
caring about "how should | act"; while the morality-based teachers' professional moral
construction focuses on teachers' moral personality and the ego of morality, caring about "what
kind of person should | be". As the basic point of integrating the rule with the virtue approach, the
good professional life is the possible way to construct teacher professional morality confronted
with the tension between monistic discourse and diverse professional practice; which means to
construct an integrated moral identity on the basis of teachers' intact life, emphasize the humane

and sustainable construction of teacher professional morality by breaking the binary oppositions



between self-interest and self-sacrifice, develop teachers' moral commitment to professional
practice and highlight teachers’ subjectivity in the construction of professional morality.

Key words: teacher professional morality; rule; virtue; good life



