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Transition of Social Economy Under the Influence of Grassland Fencing :Based
on a case study in Zheng Xiang Bai Banner

Sudesigin

(Center For Mongolian Studies Of Inner Mongolia University, Inner Mongolia Huhhot 010021)

Abstract:In this paper, a case study in Zheng Xiang Bai Banner, Xilingol League was examined to analyze the
impact of grassland contract and fencing policies on pasture utilization, social economy and businesses associated
with herding livestock. Traditional herding practices were discontinued as a result of implementing contract and
fencing polices to settle nomadic herders. The herding economy and total number of livestock went downhill and
varied greatly between regions. The development of herding economy was found to be hindered by disproportional
allocation of grassland and pasture enclosures. Herders’ living standards were closely related to discrepancies in
the area of pasture owned by individual household. Improvements in herding infrastructures could not sustain a
healthy herding economy due to its heavy dependence on external capital inputs mainly in the form of individual
loans. Fencing policies led to regional grassland deteriorations and much effort is needed for maintaining a

balanced eco system of grassland in Inner Mongolia.

Key words: Grassland contract policy; Fence; Ecological effect;Transition of herding economy
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