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1 1:

Ji3C: Stray birds of summer come to my window to sing and fly away. And yellow
leaves of autumn, which have no songs, flutter and fall there with a sign.
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J7i3: The sands in your way beg for your song and your movement, dancing water.
Will you carry the burden of their lameness?
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JR3C: The mist is like the earth's desire.It hides the sun for whom she cries.
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JZ3C: The fish in the water is silent, the animal on the earth is noisy, the bird in the air

is singing. But Man has in him the silence of the sea, the noise of the earth and the music

of the air
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De-canonization of the Classics in Translation: A Study of Feng Tang’s
Translation of Stray Birds from the Perspective of Popular Culture

Chen Yanzi, Zhu Jianping
(Hunan University, Changsha / Hunan, 410000)

Abstract: Classic poetry collection, Stray Birds, authored by Indian poet Rabindranath Tagore
(1861-1941), was originally translated into Chinese by Zheng Zhenduo(1898-1958) in 1915 and enjoyed
widely support in China. Different from him whose version is well acclaimed, Feng Tang'’s translation of
Stray Birds in 2015, has get tons of criticisms from various people—it has sparked a huge debate about
academic translation, which a large number of mass groups involved, such as mainstream media
People's Daily, all ages of civilian population, and representatives from the elites. Under the
manipulation of mass media, most of the public are shocked by his "shielded eight poems"4, and
overlook the other poems in Feng Tang’s translation. Eventually, under such a public pressure, Feng
Tang’s translations were forced to “off shelves”, resulting in a unique Feng Tang Translation
Phenomenon.

Keywords: Popular culture theory; Stray Birds; Translation

4 In 2016 January, After “off shelves” of Feng tang’s translation of“Stray birds”, the selling edition on Amazon
blocks the most controversial eight poems.



