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The cline of part of speech

Han Xiaoli  Su Ying
(Hunan University, Changsha,410000)

Abstract: A part of speech is a traditional term referring to a category of some grammatically distinct
words in a certain language. At present the classification of parts of speech is mainly based on the
meaning, morphology, and grammatical function of words. But all the three methods have advantages
and disadvantages, and so far there is still no uniform standard to divide the parts of speech. There is
also disagreement about the classification of three major parts of speech, also open classes, i.e. nouns,
verbs, and adjectives, especially adjectives, whose middle property makes it more difficult to be classified.
Typology studies show that nouns, adjectives and verbs are a cline, with adjectives being located
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between nouns and verbs, blurring the boundaries between them. These studies provide a new way for
our future classification of parts of speech.
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