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A formal semantic approach to mandarin hai and you

Xiaolan Liu  Yaqing Wu
((College of Foreign Language, Hunan University, Changsha, Hunan, 410000)

Abstract: Under the framework of genenrative grammar, this thesis carries out an investigation to the
semantics of mandarin hai and you. We hold that the preliminary meaning of hai is continuity related to
two temporal points, at which the eventuality denoted by the predication holds true. However, the basic
meaning of you is repetitive involved with two temporal points at which the eventuality denoted by the
predication holds true and one temporal point at which the eventuality holds false.

Keywords: hai; you; continuity; repetitive
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