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Analysis on the Chinese Noun-Noun Opposite Compounds from the
Perspective of Conceptual Blending Theory

Wang Jing
(Hunan University, Changsha / Hunan, 410082)

Abstract: The opposite compounds occupied a very important position in the development of modern
Chinese. They are a group of paratactic compounds, each of which consists of two monosyllabic
morphemes opposite in meaning. Although studies on the opposite compounds have achieved a lot, they
merely concentrate on the structural descriptions from the traditional linguistic perspective. Few probes
into the essential cognitive motivation behind their meaning constructions. Within the theoretical
framework of the Conceptual Blending Theory, this thesis attempts to explore how the meaning of the
opposite compounds generates under the conceptual blending process. It takes 81 Noun+Noun opposite
compounds selected from Modern Chinese Dictionary as a sticking point, hoping to provide a new angle
of understanding the semantic interpretation of Chinese compound words. This paper proves that
principles of cognitive linguistics contributes a lot to the development of Chinese compounds

interpretation.

Keywords: Cognitive Linguistics the Conceptual Blending Theory Chinese Opposite Compounds
Semantic Generation Models
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