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Abstract: In recent years, with the unceasing improvement of China's domestic infrastructure construction,
the railway construction obtained the substantial ascension not only in mileage and speed, but in capacity as
well. Against this background, this paper comprehensively arranged the China’s railway data over the years and
measured the shipping time of all the provinces to the port cities. Combined with the existing literature, this
paper hypothesized channels of transit time saving affecting foreign trade and finally used the data of 29

provincial capital cities to empirically verify the assumptions. The results show that the time shorten triggered
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by high-speed trains can not only directly promote the provincial foreign trade, but also indirectly affect it by
lowering the trade cost and strengthening the market integration. In addition, this promoting effect is greater for
inland areas, especially the western region of China.
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