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The Moral Education Characterized by ‘Kan’:The Attending Absence:
A Quialitative Study on Junior High School Teachers’Views on Moral Education

ZENG Ni
(Centre for Citizenship and Moral Education ,Beijing Normal University,Beijing 100875,China)
Abstract:The research examined teachers’views on moral education in an ordinary junior
high school.The results show that the characteristic of those school teachers’moral education view
is ‘Kan’,which means that they look after their students to keep them from danger and mistakes by
accompanying them wherever they go the whole day.They make rules of award and punishment

and encourage the participation of some students and parents in the studentl’supervision.To some



extent, the view of ‘Kan’ is passive and conservative.The teachers shrink from their
responsibility,misunderstand the essence of moral education and use the simple methods in moral
education.All those show the feature of ‘Attending Absence’.It seems that they attend the school
and work hard ,but the truth is that they are absent in the real educational life.The consequence is
that the teachers undermine the sthdents’autonomy and fundamentally eliminate their
self-consciousness and dominant role in moral education.

Key words:Kan;the views of moral education;autonomy;professionalization of moral

education.
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