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Conflicts Between Soul and Body of Three Generations in The Rainbow

XIE Xinyue
(College of Foreign Languages, Hunan University, No.2 South Lushan Road, Changsha / Hunan
Province, 410082)

Abstract: The Rainbow (1915) represents David Herbert Lawrence’s utmost achievements in fiction. It
depicts an epic of the daily life of Brangwen family, the process from an agriculture society to an
industrialized civilization, and the exploration of the balance of male-female relationship.

This thesis aims to analyze the conflicts and reconciliation of soul and body of the three generations
in The Rainbow. Tom and Lydia’s marriage is a seemingly harmonious marriage in the pastoral era for
their alienation in soul and union &nbsp; &nbsp; in body. William and Anna’s marriage is a deteriorated
marital relationship in the advancement of industrialization, because of their clashes in soul and
consummation in body. Ursula and Skrebensky's love is a fruitless love in the modern society, on
account of their independence in soul and indulgence in body. The three generations have their
similarities as well as differences. This thesis aims to explore a relatively ideal marriage pattern in The
Rainbow.

Keywords: Male-female Relationship; Marriage Pattern; Conflict
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