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Interpretation the Chinese character of “Cry” . “Smile”

Jia Lei

(College of Chinese language and literature, Hunan University,Changsha, Hunan Province,410082)

Abstract: Through the contrast discrimination of "cry", "smile" two Chinese characters, using"shuo wen
jie zi"and other exegetical materials to investigate the shape of characters, summarized the scholars for
two characters statement.There are phonetic theory, associative theory, empathy theory and system
theory. Xu Shen advocated phonetic theory of the "cry" character.Duan Yucai note that is associative
theory.Later the debate started immediately. For "smile" word,there are controversial explanation in
"shuo wen jie zi".Due to the lack of more earlier and more materials of the character "smile",the word,the
shape of deconstruction is difficult to conclusion.Browsing the Tsinghua University in 2011 of Warring
States bamboo, finally found the new font of the characte "smile" . And through the analysis of the two
characters of "cry" and "smile",this article puts forward that the created ancient Chinese character about
human attributes and emotions more likely used the character shape related from person,meanwhile

speculating that do exist earlier character shapes,but also need to wait more evidence of the documents.

Keywords: the Chinese character of “Cry” the Chinese character of “Smile” the Chinese
character of “Dog” the Chinese character of “Yao” Exegesis
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