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The Development of Translation Study Method

Shen Xuedan

(Hu Nan University, Changsha/Hu Nan, 410082)

Abstract: Research method is the key element in translation study. Translation study has become
an independent discipline, rather than being attached to linguistics. The research method of translation
also changes from summary of experience and induction to inter-discipline research. Since 1960s,
descriptive translation study gradually rises. As a main type of empirical study, it almost comes totally
against another theoretical research method--prescriptive study. This essay makes a conclusion on
some main research methods in translation study, then comparing descriptive method with prescriptive
method. Through all the above research and rational analysis on descriptive method, this essay aims at
exploring the future direction of translation research method.

Keywords: Translation Study; Research Method; Descriptive Translation Study; Prescriptive
Translation Study



