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A Study of Graduate Teaching Assistant Role Model
Based on Dramaturgy Theory

Meili Zhou, Ling Hu
(College of Foreign Languages and International Education, Hunan University,

Changsha, Hunan, 410000)

Abstract: With the development and perfection of higher education, graduate teaching assistant system
has been gradually introduced in universities and colleges across the country by virtue of its advantages.
This has brought many studies concerning graduate teaching assistants. As a key performer of this
system, what roles graduate teaching assistants play and how to build these roles in teaching practice
directly influence the efficacy of this system. Based on dramaturgy theory and combining with Hunan
University Business English Writing Program, the study has explored the subject of graduate teaching
assistants’ role orientation and building. The research findings show that the role orientation of graduate
teaching assistants in Hunan University Business English Writing Program is summarized as teacher aid,
class administrator, student consultant, messenger, technology assistant, data collector and apprentice.
Besides, a role model for graduate teaching assistants in Hunan University Business English Writing
Program is constructed. This role model can provide reference both for the role orientation and role
building of graduate teaching assistants and also offer guidance for their pre-service training.

Keywords: graduate teaching assistant; role; dramaturgy theory; role model
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