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The Semantic Meaning of Lai “3g”

Li Zhijia
(Hunan University, Changsha / Hunan, 410082)

Abstract: Numerals accounts for the important proportion in Chinese grammar study. Those
approximate number words, which cannot express a precise quantitation, have attracted the attention of
many scholars. This paper discusses the word “lai”, including the illustration of its distribution, and its
semantic meaning. Moreover, the paper discusses the structure that “lai” is combined with
numeral-classifier structures. The hypothesis can be proved by this structure that those approximate
number words are actually a kind of numerals and that they are involved in semantic meanings by the
way lonin & Matushansky(2006) supposed.

Keywords: Language fuzziness; Distribution of “lai”; Semantic meanings of “lai”; Numeral-classifier
structures; Small class of numerals



