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The Comparative Study of Tense and Aspect of Chinese and Japanese
—A Discussion on temporal clauses

Chen Yishi
(Hunan University , Changsha/Hunan, 410003)

Abstract: To investigate the corpus of written texts from Chinese learners of the Japanese , we find out
that those learners made common mistakes on the predicate when using toki-clauses.Those mistakes
have the following features: they came from the misuse of predicate forms and were concentrated on
sentences where the predicate was action verbs. The predicative form is inseparable from and
depending on the meanings of “tense “and “aspect”.To capitalize on this as a breakthrough of the three
following complementary investigations, we come to the conclusion that “interference of mother
tongues”is the main course. Therefore we put our focus on the studies and comparisons between ‘tense”
and “aspect’ of Chinese and Japanese languages.Based on the results of the comparative study and the
analysis of the errors, we summarized that the different expression forms and reference time of tense
and aspect of Chinese and Japanese languages are the reasons for the misuse.

Keywords: temporal clauses;tense;aspect;comparative study
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