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%1 1: The territorial claims of the Chinese Empire stopped at the water’s edge. As early as the
Song Dynasty (960-1279), China led the world in nautical technology; its fleets could have carried

the empire into an era of conquest and exploration. Yet China acquired no overseas colonies
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and showed relatively little interest in the countries beyond its coast. It developed no rationale for
venturing abroad to convert the barbarians to Confucian principles or Buddhist virtues.
(Kissinger, 2011: 8)

1 2: Yet beyond declaring China’s greatness and issuing invitations to portentous ritual,
Zheng He displayed no territorial ambition. He brought back only gifts or ‘tribute’; he claimed
no colonies or resources for China beyond the metaphysical bounty of extending the limits of All

Under Heaven. (Kissinger, 2011: 9)
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%1 3: Zheng He’s expeditions stopped abruptly in 1433, coincident with the recurrence of
threats along China‘s northern land frontier. The next Emperor ordered the fleet dismantled and
the records of Zheng He’s voyages destroyed. (Kissinger, 2011: 9)

51 4: As late as 1863, China’s Emperor (himself a member of a “foreign” Manchu Dynasty
that had conquered China two centuries earlier) dispatched a letter informing Abraham Lincoln of
China‘s commitment to good relations with the United States. (Kissinger, 2011: 11)

1 5: The next day, Macartney and party attended a convocation to celebrate the Emperor’s
birthday. Finally, the Emperor summoned Macartney to his box at a theater performance.
(Kissinger, 2011: 40)

%1 6: Thus a Han Dynasty minister described the “five baits” with which he proposed to
manage the mounted Xiongnu tribes to China’s northwestern frontier: (Kissinger, 2011: 21)

%1 7: As a scholar during the Han Dynasty (A.D. 25-220) put it, “the emperor does not
govern the barbarians. Those who come to him will not be rejected, and those who leave will not
be pursued.” (Kissinger, 2011: 22)

1] 8: Its foundations were laid during a period of upheaval, when ruthless struggles between
rival kingdoms decimated China’s population (Kissinger, 2011: 24)

5l 9: All of this took place against a backdrop of massive Chinese domestic
upheaval...(Kissinger, 2011: 64)

%1 10: Eventually a palace coup forced the abdication of a reform-leaning Emperor and
returned the traditionalists, headed by the Empress Dowager Cixi, to a predominant position.

(Kissinger, 2011: 77)
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%1l 11: The famous opening of The Romance of the Three Kingdoms, a fourteenth-century
epic novel treasured by centuries of Chinese (including Mao, who is said to have pored over
it almost obsessively in his youth), evokes this continuous rhythm: “The empire, long divided,
must unite; long united, must divide. Thus it has ever been”. (Kissinger, 2011: 6-7)

%1 12: ... this volume of epigrammatic observations on strategy, diplomacy, and war —
written in classical Chinese, halfway between poetry and prose — remains a central text of
military thought. (Kissinger, 2011: 25)

1 13: ... than to traditional Chinese works: Confucian texts; the canonical “24 Dynastic
Histories” recounting the rise and fall of China’s imperial dynasties; Sun Tzu, The Romance of
the Three Kingdoms, and other texts on warfare and strategy; tales of adventure and rebellion
such as Outlaws of the Marsh; and the novel of romance and courtly intrigue, Dream of the Red
Chamber... (Kissinger, 2011: 102)

5] 14: Confucius (551-479 B.C.) lived at the end of the so-called Spring and Autumn period
(770-476 B.C.), a time of political upheaval that led to the brutal struggles of the Warring States
period (475-221 B.C.). (Kissinger, 2011: 13)

51 15: It set its sights in particular on the lightly administered and ambiguously demarcated
expanses of Manchuria (the Manchu heartland in northeast China), Mongolia (the then
guasi-autonomous tribal steppe at China’s north), and Xinjiang (the expanse of mountains
and deserts in the far west, then populated mostly by Muslim peoples). (Kissinger, 2011: 68)

1 16: The atmosphere was already tense due to the upcoming seventieth anniversary of the
May Fourth Movement, a 1919 campaign by nationalist-minded Chinese protesting the
weakness of the Chinese government and perceived inequities in the Treaty of Versailles.
(Kissinger, 2011: 409)

%11 17: At exactly eight minutes after eight o’clock (China time), on the eighth day of the
eighth month of the year, taking advantage of the auspicious number that had caused that day
to be selected for the opening... (Kissinger, 2011: 502)

1 18: Chinese protocol insisted on recognizing his overlordship via the kowtow — the act of
complete prostration, with the forehead touching the ground three times on each prostration.

(Kissinger, 2011: 15)
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1 19: China’s most enduring game is wei qi (oronounced roughly “way chee”, and often
known in the West by a variation of its Japanese name, go). wei qi translates as “a game of

surrounding pieces”; it implies a concept of strategic encirclement. (Kissinger, 2011: 23)

Bl 11 2= 13 AT (ZEE )« (Ihrik) o (SRR o OKrE) L (4
PRAE) SErp [E AR, FHARRETERIEIE AN 1O TR R A E) L SR KU AN 1 ZE N RS S 11
14 % 19 XL [FAZTE . SO SRR B4R 1 I LR AR AR AL i Sk A
W B ARAIIERS L P s IS s R 8 B SIB AT E L, DASR o
T S SO B T (R E S 2 .

3) KB

PRI 47 P DT 1 2 BGR BAR [ SO L LR B S AN S 1 3 AN AR A o L S
A S I GRS AE AT B

%11 20: The culmination was two and a half centuries of turmoil recorded in history as the
Warring States period (475-221 B.C.). Its European equivalent would be the interregnum
between the Treaty of Westphalia in 1648 and the end of the Second World War, when a
multiplicity of European states was struggling for preeminence within the framework of the
balance of power. (Kissinger, 2011: 7)

f 21: Compiled into a central collection of Confucius’s sayings (the Analects) and
subsequent books of learned commentary, the Confucian canon would evolve into something
akin to China’s Bible and its Constitution combined. (Kissinger, 2011: 14)

1 22: ...China came to rely on a “Court of Dependencies”, analogous to a colonial office,
whose mission was to invest vassal princes with titles and maintain peace on the frontier.
(Kissinger, 2011: 18)

%1 23: The disputed region was no small matter: at roughly 125,000 square kilometers, the

total contested area was approximately the size of Pennsylvania... (Kissinger, 2011: 99)
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5] 24: The pretensions underlying this traditional Chinese world order endured well into the
modern era. (Kissinger, 2011: 11)

SCHEARGE P EIX — AR R % H SRS — HE 2 3. (BEEkg,  2012: 007)
5] 25: China’s Vaunted centrality and material wealth would turn on itself and into an invitation
for invasion from all sides. (Kissinger, 2011: 20)

REIHTE AR, Ja R B8 17 H O, #HR 7Y HRTT BN (B4, 2012: 015)

1 26: Centuries of predominance had warped the Celestial Court’s sense of reality. Pretensions
of superiority only accentuated the inevitable humiliation. (Kissinger, 2011: 49)

U AR AL AL AT RN L SE R — AR AR, e B R R H AN T
M52k, (=i, 2012: 042)
5| 27: Therefore, Qiying’s banquets and his extravagant warmth toward Pottinger and his family
had served an essentially strategic design in which Chinese conduct was calculated in specific
doses and in which such qualities as trust and sincerity were weapons; whether they reflected
convictions or not was secondary. (Kissinger, 2011: 52)

BTG AT B GG R TIE B AN H D, o BN S A B
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7 ISR o AT 5 TE S, 2 oDRDOEE R FIA G BN, AR . i 1
Xof SR A AL A AT T AR, RS T 35 E “ The territorial claims of the Chinese Empire stopped
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5] 28: The goal was rectification, not progress. (Kissinger, 2011: 14)
(FxR BB HREIE, mAREL. )
%1 29: The most serious challenge came from the Taiping Rebellion (1850-64), mounted by a
Chinese Christian sect in the south. (Kissinger, 2011: 65)
(™ BRI ACR H R RIE R S, I H i e 7 — DB BOR AR . )
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DALt 56 4 P DK FC Mk . o B3 11 %2 17 wliEScn

Bl 117 (ZEEL) AAXBBEADHERAP AT E—HLAE: “FEHRT
K, pRLE, SALH.

127 (FIFEE) FECHFRF, RARXIRESHFEE, I F sk $ K2R
RERAESRRAR—NEF LALLM

P13 R PEGEFREE, PlewBas, (ZFtwL) . (BFEE) . (=
HENL) URAX T RS FEGES, (KRiFE) = (8 .

5] 147 ILFRAKKIIAN. SBOEHH, #HERK, MBHNT KEN B,

P15 CRA LR TEHEEH, AR, R ZOGFN., EEfdis,

1167 BT “ZwWiEs)” 70 FFHRE, LAAT TR K,
BT EX—FHEANAGEAR, EFHENERAS. .

BEAL, SR R AR I 2R R DT I A I3 T AR A AR U BEAT o4, S S BN
fEtfa R, AFEDOBRTELE P BaRs . Bilin.

%] 30: One of Mao’s favorite tales drawn from classical Chinese lore was the story of the
“foolish old man” who believed he could move mountains with his bare hands. (Kissinger,
2011:110-111)

#1307 ARRERGTEERETHEFF, F-AKFHOR BN BT AFK
FEAEA KL, (AFH, 2012: 102)

#1307 ARRERGESHFF, Ao BMELEEFE,

LA K I f#ERE the story of the “foolish old man” who believed he could move
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mountains with his bare hands ¥k Zi N “BABILY , MATENRN “—46L ‘B BETUSAFE
BEPGERI” , NIZE N DOEEE PR . 28R, XM AN 46 I PRVRALE (8
FRED SR AR B, ALl B 18 A1 19 [ SO R X RE AL B -

18] 187: & B &9 AU B H AP & 89 7 KRN 2 09 2 F M4z, BT =36 P Kl. (B
#,2012: 011)
#1119 PEAZRAGELZEM, COLAXRBORNES, (KAFH, 2012:019)

% 18 v, JFSCK: kowtow (PISK) IX—rp AL Ry —F s B BT, BRI
) DLATCA ity = 0, BRSO HeEAT 1 4, R =1Ly 41 19 FORESC IR 1 5%
THIBRA S . T A HARS T go A NFITR L S iR 515 2, TR
T E R B RIR T SO -

4. RHHERRERE

MR B v [ A BT 3R B A R BRI BLRRAE A J50MT B RE A8 A 2 1 4 B
ATEER, I T H R, RGBSR BT R R, R T S A
FHOHL, PO, RRIUCE BESNS, OR B RIRSELL M sBE SR BT s, 0 DUETRE 1)
KRG o B SELESR P2 PUR B33 7 A IR BN, U RTAE AN B0A 78 BV RT3 T
& EAT RO EE . o bk 20 A 23, BESCAIF:

1 20°: FiA& S 3e9 i EA B G A@ ML, BHARHMA, BT KA 250 5493040,
FARKBE S (AT AT5-ATAT 221 4F) , 484 FHF MK 1648 F45 (RATHERF BA45)
BiTHE AR KERERIBNH. HH, KHFEREHYELIHFIFEN. (AF
#, 2012: 003)

Bl 200:  LREBILTFEAITH (iE) RAEWNZ X REMRTIERER, AEBRAP
Bty (£2) 5 (E&) R4k, (AF4,2012:010)

Bl22: .V EBTREREZATNE, BHERRE A RNET R EINE RGN,
FYUEAEBERIHE, eLilm., (¥, 2012:014)

Bl 23 T FRAIREBRAYE K KL 125 BFAFAE, 5EEARSIEREMNK
A .. (AF4, 2012: 092)

PAERBI 7 B OR 1 SR bUESIR, A Bh T REDUE I JFA AR, $&7HD0E
VR ARSI AT DAL 53 1 R T A 2 R SR 5 2 v [ AR AT AL
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5. HCHIEREE I

N T I AL BRIk /)5 SR, AERUA T AR SR TR Tl 2 5 KR
RSO S TR, S E AR P EEAAE RS CEME IR, AT
NEIPFE . 2L E . BUNSCIE BG4 . RN AR, TEREBE, #h7J5
CEHL, Blesg aniR el JFAR BT SRS T E F AR TN T ARAS Se VEm T 2 i BRI SEh” (R
ZED VLR 2012: 67) o IX{EREEIEHEIE A IR EHOCE IR, R B 51 SO R R
3, BATE S EREVON, X T RIS, X RN S RN A SV AR T
BIESCREDL, BT ENRI S AL & AL, ARAEMEIRAYGRGME (FEZE 2010:
224) o PERIVESEED, KEEOLT, Wl gs  ReNs R 25 C. EA R T SRR,
B 51 S E S B mit 2k, Tk A, XN R AT B, AR
FISCFESCHE FRAE . SO RRE FIGEE N B HUAL SRS LR SO AR S, b tH 3
“HAANBRENNIES . BEWETIENTEZIES . LG 7 AUHE R O = IR A IR
GBS RIS, b ANBCRRE R EIE (£2E0] 1994: 75) o~ GRHPE) &, sl [
JUAEH S5 1 5 A PR 3 1 A

%1 31: In an October 1879 letter to a high Korean official, Li counseled that Korea should
seek a supporter among the far barbarians, especially the United States:

You may say that the simplest way to avoid trouble would be to shut oneself in and be at
peace. Alas, as far as the East is concerned, this is not possible. There is no human agency capable
of putting a stop to the expansionist movement of Japan: has not your government been compelled
to inaugurate a new era by making a Treaty of Commerce with them? As matters stand, therefore,
is not our best course to neutralize one poison by another, to set one energy against another?
(Kissinger, 2011: 81)

#131°: FHF A 1879 F 10 A 54 NE— KB Zttd, BENHL L F KL R
X, LARER:

AT R AL, BRI R A LD EZRAX O T RAMLAT T, LEH LT,
B A3 547 3RAEA A PRAETRAS . 37 B BUR M R A AE R B AZLIT8E &4, A48T —A
HERD? BB HMET, AEEHE, ANH ) HERZEMNGRETRLD? (AFA,
2012: 74)

%1 32: Since you are aware of the strength of your adversaries, use all possible means to
divide them; go warily, use cunning — thus will you prove yourselves good strategists. (Kissinger,
2011: 82)

1327 BLAMRMT MEF R, SLEZRR—FRBMEA: BITRAE, 7
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&R P b, (BLFH, 2012: 75)

1] 33: Li summed up the impetus of his diplomacy in a mournful memorial to the Empress

Dowager shortly before his death in 1901.:
Needless for me to say how greatly | would rejoice were it possible for China to enter upon

a glorious and triumphant war; it would be the joy of my closing days to see the barbarian nations
subjugated at last in submissive allegiance, respectfully making obeisance to the Dragon Throne.
Unfortunately, however, | cannot but recognize the melancholy fact that China is unequal to such
an enterprise, and that our forces are in no way competent to undertake it. Looking at the question
as one affecting chiefly the integrity of our Empire, who would be so foolish as to cast missiles at
arat in the vicinity of a priceless piece of porcelain? (Kissinger, 2011: 85)

$5133: 1901 5, FEFHRAMNALELEERGN— AN THIET A TINENY
AR A

FHEHT, PEFRAE-FHXF PR, RAREFIE, BERIRKFZH, HERAE
WRERRAMER, MRZL, FRBRE A RENRE, RTRAKA—ATENE
F: PEAATR—FRF . BNOGEIARREIFEINES) . FXKFZEELE, AERE
RIS ER? (AFH, 2012: 78)

PO
T

&
z

PAER B S RIS R BRI R 5. BT CEE, TEEIESC, ¥ K
F TR SCREAT R BESCRARBIRIE T RS, (HIE S WS 5 RSO AR M A B & 28
MR SR AT, BT AN IRE DT BEELE, (EDUE T S N 2O X 1%
ST AT o XN, AR AR SCR LRSS, DASCE SCHEATRIEE, AR o AR,
FRE R AR RCR . BLt:

1’5;] 317 eeeee

HERE, WXk, RHFEINXUATF. RLAEFTmE, LEBLTRE. BER

ERFZH, GEAAZRE kLA TERMALBH F4, AW LEZ 0 EETF?
W BZ Y, AFENE. ARHE, LEBEFZIRR?

#1327 BRAefLBRZ RS, MY FRhERBEZ; WTRAE, B EFREFZHAHL,

7] 33”:

FHEKT, BERAMT R, JRiEH, EXRESIE, ERREFZ A, £4+1

BRpEME, FREL FrBkE, REHRE, BELRTRERZE: AL H—
£, EREENHTRE, WEXFRFLE, KFFRZAMAEEF?

FEFRAASC A, BRI SR 2k 17 R 1l SO o S s B I AR ks, (FRAT T aneT e
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ANAEIH——1860 HAEH E AL MIddR) (P, ek E 2010 h, HAESCESCSI AT
LOHEINZEYT, B A R OC R RS AR LK, KRB — 0 5 R ZE e E AR
IREAT 7 (20 2012: 52) , HABNIRA T AR SCEESCE A RS (L2 171-182
5O, REFSCES, BHERY, ERAKIARAIE, &FH L.

M. &%

Wt v ] [ o 20 10 P AN BB S T AR o 8 SO SR 8 ) 2 e, T 0T o 6] 0 SR Sl
Ki#kiEr, On China X [E FH A SE A F G H M BOREZE o A0 SCAAE S I B AN 3
MNE, IXRASIRVE UG SN BN FLSE, S RETE 70 S MR i SCAL TR 5 o 1 v R B % Hoe s
F . BB RETE T, I DO R A BT TTME. A3CEL On China J9fl, MZEM
BT TE R RS R R AR SR AR A A AN B S IR AR s K, SR
FECRIB AL RIS . R MERIA MR LEVE R S5 G 196 SO H BB M LR,
BT ASEIE TR UA (1 B S BT SR 7 Lok < Bl S, RIS OR B 57 AL A
B AR RS S IIRCAR IR . BRI IR AL LR I A S5, PLE RIS
VR A DA B BRI IR 54, RIS Do Bl 1 SE AR AR 4

BH LR
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Narrative Features of English Discourse of Chinese Events and Some
Target-Reader-Oriented Translation Strategies: A Case Study of On
China and its Translation

Zhou Xiaogin

English Department of Hunan University, Changsha, Hunan Province, 410082

Abstract: Chinese events are drawing more and more attention from all over the world. Usually, English
discourse of Chinese events is narrated from a foreign point of view, and characterized by
English-reader-oriented narrative strategies, including fuzzification, paraphrasing, and comparison.
Translating English discourse of Chinese events back into Chinese allows Chinese readers to better
understand Western world’s attitude toward Chinese events. In translation, some target-reader-oriented
strategies, such as overall preservation of foreign narrative point of view, specification of fuzzy discourse,

condensation and deletion of redundant discourse, faithful translation of comparative discourses and
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quasi-original text restoration, can be employed to cater to Chinese readers’ reading expectations and
cultural emotions. Although the Chinese translation of On China is faithful, fluent, and keeps the
language force of the original work, a few translation flaws are found due to insufficient consideration of
Chinese readers’ needs and expectations when translating English discourse of Chinese events back
into Chinese.

Keywords: Chinese event; English discourse; narrative feature; Target-reader-oriented translation
strategies; On China
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