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Citizens” Righteousness and Its Exceeding: The Dual Task of Citizenship Education
Feng Jianjun

Abstract: Classical citizenship is based on the classical republicanism, while modern citizenship is
derived from liberalism and liberalism-orientated. Citizens in the notion of liberalism pursue the equality
of rights and benefits. Therefore, citizens’ righteousness centers on mutual benefits, which constructs the
necessary condition of becoming a citizen and is the minimum requirement of citizens’ moral integrity.
However, righteousness based on mutual benefits has its limitation due to its demand foe certain conditions
and overemphasis on the allocation of interests. In order to overcome the limitation, we must exceed the
mutual benefits towards mutual good. It is the basic task of citizenship education to not only cultivate but
exceed citizens’ righteousness. Citizenship education should develop citizens’ sympathy, friendliness

and sense of responsibility.



Key words: citizens’ rightsousness; citizens’ righteousness based on mutual benefits; limitation of

citizens’ righteousness; exceeding citizens’ righteousness; citizenship education



