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Subijects or Citizens: How Education Names the Educated Person
Jin Shenghong

Abstract: Subjects are affiliated to the state, not to the nation. It contains the educational intention to
train people to be obedient to the state and the political system, which make subjects receive instrumental
indoctrination. In contrast, citizenship is the identity of agency in public life, and it contains the ethical
spiritedness to act according to the public values and principles. The idea of citizen indicates the ideal to
care for the public well-being beyond personal interests as well as the possibility to fulfill excellent
character through public life. Citizenship includes civility which both promotes personal self-actualization
and common goods in breaking away from servility and self-centralism. Thus citizen as a normative
concept is conformed to the human dignity and the ideal image of person to be educated. Education means
to bring up citizens who beat the excellent competences, noble civic virtues and healthy dispositions. To
regard moral citizens as the idea of the educated person is just the new possibilities of reformation of our
education practice which orientate new enlightenment of humanity.
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