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The Topic-copying Constructions in the Shaoyang Dialect
in Hunan Province and its Word Order Type
JIANG Xiezhong

(Hunnan Normal University, Changsha 410081)

Abstract: In the Shaoyang dialect,there are many types of topic-copying constructions,which have
various semantic and pragmatic functions.The degree of grammaticalization of these topic-copying
constructions is high enough to be considered as a kind of secondary overlap which evolves from
syntactic or pragmatic topic.The Shaoyang dialect has typical characteristics of topic-prominent
language,comparatively speaking,its topic-prominent feature is stronger than Changsha dialect and
Beijing dialect,but weaker than Shanghai dialect,while its typicality of SVO is just on the contrary.
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