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A Study on the Shape and Structure of the Great Wall in Liaodong
of Yan, Qin and Han Dynasties

Li Shulin Jia Yunzhang

At present, the academic circles home and abroad hold different opinions on the shape and
structure of the Great Wall in Liaodong of Yan, Qin and Han Dynasties recorded in the

historical data. After more than twenty years of archaeological fieldwork and systematic
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research, the author confirms for the first time that the Great Wall in Liaodong is neither a
“column beacon tower” single structure nor a dual structure of “the city ruins and beacon
tower”. It is a multiple barrier structure rich in connotation. It is composed of military
facilities, which are the main part of the Great Wall, the central administration kind to entities
and auxiliary security ruins, i.e. “two plus one” building type; the three kinds of building
structure of “dot-line type” barrier structure, “line” long wall structure and “segment” short
wall structure are adopted according to different geographical situations; there is a layout
mode of “a basic, four kinds of combination and four special” system in space, thus forming a
relatively complete scientific system of large linear defense barrier structure. It can be regarded
as the model of the early Great Wall of China.
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