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On the Badam

Wang Yintian

It is part of the human cultural exchanges to transplant and trade the plants and their products.
In China, the ancient Amygdalus communis has been regarded as exotic species, and it has
become the evidence of China-Foreign cultural exchange. The badam, also known as the
Amygdalus communis, is originated in West Asia. Its wild species have been distributing
among Xinjiang, Central Asia and Asia Minor. Its fruit pits can be processed into edible nuts.
Ninety years ago, American scholar Berthold Laufer disserted it in the Sino-Iranica. After that,
this topic has been deserted. The ancient Chinese documents contain a lot records about the
Amygdalus communis, and there has been physical discoveries both in the Northern Dynasty
tombs in Xinjiang Turpan and Shanxi Datong.
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