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New Understanding about Chariot Fittings and Harnesses of the
Northeast Asia

Sun Lu

This paper examines chariot fittings and harnesses discovered from the northern part of
the Korean peninsula. The examined artifacts are dated to the Bronze and Early-lron ages.
Remains of chariot fittings and harnesses have been discovered from a total of thirty-one sites
across the northern Korean peninsula. Most sites are located in the western region except for
two in the eastern region.

The remains from the northern Korean peninsula stylistically belong to the Han period. The
assemblages typically consist of a few standard components of chariot fittings and harnesses,
which were placed in the tombs as a burial gift. Stylistically, the remains are similar to their
counterparts produced during the Qin and Han Dynasties in central China. The remains from
Korea, however, were not buried in individual chariot pits. The analysis of the Z. -shaped
bronze tools and the pipe-shaped bronze tools indicates that these remains were used for a
double-beam chariot drawn by a single horse. The stylistically similarities observed between
the archaeological assemblages of the northern Korean peninsula and central China suggests
that these equipments were introduced to the Korean peninsula from China probably under the
influence of the Lelang Commandery.
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