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Costs in Criminal Cases

in Hong Kong: A Balance of Values

LI Li

(School of Law in Sun Yat-sen University, Guangdong Guangzhou 510275)

Abstract: The system of costs in criminal cases has been mature in Hong Kong. It has been established by the
Costs in Criminal Cases Ordinance and relevant court ordinances and specified in case laws. There are three types
of criminal costs in Hong Kong: defense costs, prosecution costs and wasted costs. The costs awarded shall be
compensatory rather than punitive. Moreover, criminal costs have multiple functions: regulating litigation actions,
preventing procedure abuse, promoting solid cases and protecting the rights of defendants. Therefore, this paper
puts forward suggestions on criminal costs in China based on Hong Kong practice.
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