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On the Multiple Implication of Religious Themes in Shmelyov’s Novels

Wang Xi-yue' Zhang Mei’* Sun Zhong-xia®

(1. Northeast Agricultural University, Harbin 150030, China; 2. Heilongjiang Provincial Academy of Social
Sciences , Harbin 150018, China; 3. Qiongzhou University, Sanya 572022, China)

Abstract: Russian literature is closely associated with Orthodox spirits. Shmelyov’s work is known
for rich Russian flavor and religious feelings. In his Pilgrimage, The Summer of the Lord, The Road to
Heaven and many other works, the religious feelings are very distinctive. This article explores transition,
eternal life, providence and other topics reflected in Shmelyov’s works from the perspective of religious
themes. In religious sense, “fallen” is the expression of crime, and “change” is a highlight of salvation.
The process from fallen to change has highlighted the explored theme of “Road”. “Eternal life” is closely
associated with death and the saints worship. Although since birth people are walking on the road
leading to the death, gradually closer to death every day, Shmelyov emphasizes on living by faith with a
clear conscience to accept death as resurrection. Saints were the first resurrected group of the deceased
persons and enjoyed eternal life, thus becoming the object of worship. In Shmelyov’s art world, saints in
the plot play an active role as other characters, even in some works, earthly character was given the
apostolic biography tradition. In addition, themes of saints’ faith also lead to a “miracle” concept
presented.It makes people believe that there must be some kind of higher power than earthly existence.
“Miracles” are accommodated within the Providence themes, reflecting a high degree of intervention in
things of God, and God will punish evil and promote good. Thus, analyzing fallen themes such as
transformation, immortality and heaven, illustrating associated concepts like crime, sin, roads, salvation,
death, miracles, saint worship and other religious ideas, will help grasp the depth of the writer's multiple
implication of religious themes and grasp the author’s unique writing style.
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