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Bi Ding Booklet and the Population: Focusing on Manchu-Mongolian
documents in the Court of Colonial Affairs

ZHU-Sa

(Ph.D. in History, Professor at School of Marxism Study, Technological University of Inner Mongolia, Inner
Mongolia Autonomous Region, Hohhot 010051 )

Abstract: There are relatively few Bi Ding booklets remained in the history of Meng Qi during Qing dynasty.
Although researchers discovered and cited some files through profound investigations, the Bi Ding booklet is not
systematic and limited to individual Meng Qi. The author discovered Bi Ding booklet of Zha Sa Ke forty-ninth Qi
and Tu Mo Te Qi in Gui Hua City since Dao Guang twenty-ninth (AC 1849) year, which is perfectly preserved in
dual languages of Manchu and Mongolian in the Court of Colonial Affairs. Relatively speaking, the Bi Ding booklet
is broadly covered, comprehensive and systemic. It not only provides exact, feasible number of ale-bodied men for
the study of Mongolian population during Qing dynasty, but also fills up the margin of Mongolian population in that
era, becoming an important window for understanding the economical and social transition of the Mongolians. It
provides, both at content and the structure, efficient paradigm for correcting the misunderstanding in the current

study.

Keywords: Bi Ding booklet, population, Manchu-Mongolian documents in the Court of Colonial Affairs
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