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The Nihilistic View of God in People’s Life

Zhang Mei

( Heilongjiang University, Harbin 150080, China )

Abstract: Leonid Andreev was an important writer of the Russian Silver Age. His later literary creation
shows a distinct philosophical shift and his pessimism is fully reflected in the view of God. People’s Life is
a masterpiece of AndreeVv’s philosophical dramas, which focuses on his thinking about the eternal theme:
the human and the destiny. In the drama, destiny, death and nihility form “the Trinity” denying the value of
human existence. In fact, this nihilistic view of destiny reflects a complete break between the writer and
the God. It can be said that the destiny theme of People’s Life is the futher development of the writer’s
favorite theme “Rebellion against God”. God eventually becomes nothingness; people desperately cry in
the darkness of nothingness.

Key words: subjective drama; destiny; death; God; nihility
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