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Can Virtue Be Taught

—On the Virtual Enlightenment of Socrates

Abstract:The question that “can viral a be caught” is one of the basic moral theory
problems. Socrates’ exploration on the teachability of virtue is full of paradoxes,
and the essence of the paradox is the different understanding on “virtue” and
"beaching” because of different contexts of expression. Discarding the traditional
virtue a instructing way, Socrates has taken another kind of “teach”, namely to
examine one’ s soul in moral idea and moral concept. However, the virtue proposition
of Socrates has suffered criticism because it has been confined by the paranoid
pursuit for the universal essence of virtue, without appropriately distinguishing
the different classes of virtue, which can not appropriately deal well with the
tension between practice and rationality. Either the direct moral education or the
indirect moral beaching has its own limitations, only by making the best use of the
advantage and passing the disadvantage of two kinds of teaching ways can we achieve
the best effect

Key words: :virtue, virtual enlightenment , moral teaching
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