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Basic Approaches and Fundamental Defects oft he Traditional Moral

Education

Abstract: The three fundamental approaches of Chinese traditional moral
education are establishing the foundation forunderstanding the truth ,moralizing
ordinary people to conform to the customs , educating citizens for
self-discipline andself—-improvement. Filial piety and fraternal duty is closely
related with both the blood affection and the spirit of benevolence, with which as
the focus the only route of moral education at primary school stage 1is the training
of one’ s dailymoral behavior which can educate pupils’ ethical behavior. Moral
education at university is to teach students to understandthe truth. To reach such
a goal reading the classics is the fundamental approach. The principle of ancient
rites is to touchone’ s heart by genuine emotions instead of convincing people by
reasoning. Therefore , to moralize civilians through ritesand customs 1is another
fundamental approach of traditional moral education. Personal morals can only
be established byself—-discipline and self—improvement. To require the individuals
to be moral with the unified high standard is moral idealism, which itself is immoral.
The general standard of public conduct can be easily corrupted by money and power
whichwill make the moral education both at home and in school inefficient. The
unclear and slack law enforcement is the majordefect of traditional education. The
ideas of guiding people with legislation and restricting them with punishment
opposedby the Confucian school have resulted in the erosion of Chinese traditional
moral education by the corrupted governmentalaffairs

Key words: traditional moral education; approach; defect
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