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Study on Luandao

L Xueming

Luandao is documented in ancient books as a ritual knife. Due to lack of knowledge, it is

a hard job to describe its exact shape and to provide convincing interpretations. This paper

attempts to reconstruct its shape and retrace its development based on thorough studies of

archaeological materials and historical literature. It is concluded that the curly wide blade knife

used in Shang Dynasty and the early Western Zhou Dynasty is the ritual knife in question-

Luandao.






