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A Study on Koryo Celadon Wares Unearthed in China

Peng Shanguo

Koryo celadon wares unearthed in China can be divided into three groups based on the current
material, even though the chronological analysis and detailed periodization are still not
available. According to the date of unearthed units and current chronological study of Koryo
celadon wares, the age of three groups above can be inferred as follow: the first group, around
mid 12th century to around mid 13th century (the period of Jin Dynasty and Southern Song
Dynasty); the second group, around mid 13th century to mid 14th century (Yuan Dynasty);
the third group, mid 14th century to the beginning of 15th century (the end of Yuan Dynasty
and the beginning of Ming Dynasty). Therefore Koryo celadon wares unearthed in China can
be divided into three periods. As far as the northern region is concerned, the small number
of Koryo celadon wares found in the first period is probably because the trade between Jin
Dynasty and Koryo was blocked; the rapidly increasing number of the second period should
be the result of the frequent communication between Yuan Dynasty and Koryo economically
and politically, also the fact that the finding are mostly in Liaoyang and Shenyang should be
related to the history of people from Koryo moving into the east of Liaoning during that time.
As to the Koryo celadon wares found in southern region like Hangzhou and Ningbo, most of
them are the product of trade which is clearly recorded in the local chronicles.






