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Horn Saddle Ornaments Dating to the Scythian Period from the
Ob Plateau

A. P. Borodovsky A. N. Telegin
Translated by Li Bing Proofread by Pan Ling

In 2000, a set of horn harness was unearthed in burial 4, in the middle of mound 1,
Obiezdnoye-1, in the Upper Ob region of Siberia, Russia. The saddle plates with horse image
and the pendants of elephant griffin in them are very important. The horse’s twisted body on
the saddle plates and the shape of the plates are both dated from Pazyryk culture. Elephant
griffin is the combination of two kinds of monsters of Scythian and India. These animal images
are possibly brought there by the Saka who moved to Upper Ob region in the middle of the 1st
millennium BC, dating to the 5th—4th cent. BC.



