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On the Active Citizenship: Analysis on Citizens Positioning of the Republicanism and
Liberalism

Abstract: There are extensive discussions on citizens positioning during the debate set off
by the Republicanism and Liberalism, which links the concept of freedom, nation of these two
political schools.The Republicanism strongly praises the active citizenship standing on the
position of positive liberty, while severely criticizing the negative freedom and negative
citizenship of the Liberalism. Comparing the two, the Republican's critique is not targeted,
because the Liberalism did not ever regard citizens as negative, but also defined the citizens'
position of protecting rights by negative freedom and active participation in association on base of
the separate developments between the public and private, nation and the society. Therefore, the
Republican's critique to the Liberalism is not established. In fact, the Republican's critique to
modern political ills implies the danger or even crisis if it lacks of the discipline of the Liberalism.
T hat means the Republicanism's destination can only be the Liberalism.

Key words: active citizenship; passive citizen; republicanism; liberalism; balanced

pendulum



