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Defend the Integrity of Citizenship:

Critical Position of Citizenship Education in Mass Media Era

Abstract: A citizen is a responsible individual taking obligations on the basis of enjoying
information rights. The core of citizenship lies in rights and obligations. In the mass media era
when the “information means reality”, citizen rights unavoidably become the subject of mass media
manipulation since the expression of citizen rights lay its basis on manipulated mass media
information. Meanwhile, modern mass media, by manipulating various symbols, create a“rich
society” echoing individual desires, pull individuals away from commitment and obligations to
others and the society and wipe off individuals' awareness of taking obligations. The
manipulation of rights and dispelling of obligations disintegrate citizenship from the basis.
Therefore, in order to defend the integrity of citizenship, citizenship education, on one hand, should
help individuals to interpret mass media information from different perspectives to emancipate
them from the information manipulation; on the other hand, it should help individuals to learn and
identify different ideological control embedded in mass media information, and thus help them
overcome the focus on personal desire and become responsible citizens to others, society, nation
and even the world.

Key words: citizenship education; citizenship; rights and obligations; media ideology;

critique of mass media



