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On the Concept Semiospherain Lotman's Cultural Semiotics

CHE Lin

(1Heilongjiang University, 2Northeast Forestry University, Harbin 150080, China)

Abstract: Lotman's cultural semiotics is the pinnacle of his academic achievement, as well as the
ultimate point of his semiotic studies. In studying Lotman's cultural semiotics, there is a clear thread of
thought: Symbol - Text - Culture - Semiotic domain. "Semiosphera" is one of the most important ideas
which enable Lotman to break through the traditional culture studies, trying to find a new interpretation of
the universal law of culture from the semiotic point of view of "culture" as the complex phenomenon. The
ultimate purpose of this research is to reveal the mechanism of human intelligence. This paper will
interpret Lotman's "semiosphera” from its definition, characteristics, substance, and ideological origin.

Key words: semiosphera; culture; cultural semiotics
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