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Herzen from the Critical Perspective of Rozanov

JI Wei

(Tianjin Normal University, Tian jin 300387, China)

Abstract: The significance of the classics lies in that new understandings result from new interpretations.
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Herzen, an important figure in Russian intellectual history, cannot be easily labeled and defined. His life,
his works, and his ideas offer a limitless repository from which critics may partake at will. The author will
summarize the variation of Rozanov’s criticism on Herzen, analyze the elements arousing the paradox,
and present her own assessment on that criticism. The antinomy in Rozanov's unconventional and
heterodox comment, portraying a multifaceted and multidimensional image of Herzen, offers a new
approach to revalue the great thinker comprehensively. Therefore, it inspires, criticizes, and broadens the
present research on Herzen.

Key words: Herzen; Rozanov; antinomy
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