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A Discussion on Words, Images and Meaning in the Translation of
Literary Works

ZUO Shao-xing

(School of Foreign Languages of Peking University, Beijing, 100871, China)

Abstract: This article is focusing on ‘words,images and meaning’in the translation of literary works and
their interrelationship. The current work is also discussing the “faithfulness (of the original), accuracy, and
elegancy” in translation. It is necessary to emphasize that the first rank should be given to “faithfulness of
the original” and “meaning’----not only the literal meaning of words, but also the content of the context
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and the fundamental idea of the work. Our examples are taken from Lament for the Fall of the Kingdom of
Moscow [from The Reader of 17" Century Russian Literature (the Russian--Chinese bilingual text)].

Key words: translation; meaning; faithfulness
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