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Mongolians: A Case of Tumote Area of Guihua City in Qing Dynasty
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Mongolia Autonomous Region, Hohhot 010051 )

Abstract: Mongolianation of Chinese and Chinesization of Mongolians are special cultural phenomena occurred
during the transformation of Mongolian society from animal husbandry to farming, and is the most prominent
contents and form of expression in that area. This paper focuses on a typical and meaningful Tumote area in
Guihua City during Qing dynasty. By analyzing the related but different historical events such as the influences of
the Chinese immigrants to the local Mongolian area, the terms of Mongolianation of Chinese and Chinesization of
Mongolians as well as their relations, historical memories of local Mongolians in Tumote area, acknowledgement of
ethnic groups, we demonstrated that Mongolianation of Chinese and Chinesization of Mongolians is mutual
acculturation of the two different cultures. During the absorption and combination of the two cultures, the Tumote
people lost their traditional economy, life style and the dialects. However, the common memories and sentiments
deepened their longing for their own culture, and became important spiritual tie to maintain the ethnic characters.
For the Tumote Mongolians this is a mental identification, the core of cohesion, as well as the most prominent
symbol of fulfilling unification and succession of their nationality. The history of Tumote Mongolians promotes the
importance of affection, memories, values and tradition, demonstrated that it is possible for an ethnic group to

inherit their own history and culture in the language of another ethnic group.

Keywords: Mongolianation of Chinese; Chinesization of Mongolians; historical memory;ethnicity identification
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