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Secularization and ethnic identity of the Tumed Mongols from the Qing period —
with a focus on Bagshin Baishing village of Tumed East Banner of Huhhot
Municipality

Uranchimeg Ujeed

(Hurelbaatar Centre for Collaborative Mongolian Studies, Inner Mongolia Normal University, Inner Mongolia
Huhhot 010020)

Abstract: Altan Khan and his Tumed Mongols revived Buddhism and made it the dominant religion of Mongolia
and banned traditional shamanism in the 16th century. However, the Tumeds were also the first to reject religion
and turn to secularism. It is claimed in History of Tumeds that secularisation is a modern phenomenon of the 20th
century, Pozdneyev argues that decline of Buddhism among Tumeds was due to their sinicisation.This article aims
to refute both these claims; it argues that the transition to secularism is due to Tumed Mongols’special political,
social and economic status and their changes, promotion of secular education, rather than the a siple notion of
sinicisation and is deeply rooted in historical development. Ultimately, this article explains that secularism, in light
of Tumed history, actually an anchor for the Tumed Mongols’ ethnic identity.

Key Words: Tumet Mongols; religion; secularization; Sinicisation; ethnic identity
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