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One language, two cultures: Diversified practices and reconstruction of ethnic
culture amongst the Tumed Mongols

Hurelbaatar',LIU Xiao-feng?

(Inner Mongolia Normal University, Inner Mongolia, Hohhot, 010022)

Abstract: Starting in later Ming Dynasty, large numbers of Han Chinese have migrated into Hohhot Tumed area of
Inner Mongolia. It is undeniable that, through centuries of interaction with Chinese culture, Tumed Mongols have
undergone so-called “sinicisation”; today virtually none of them speak Mongolian and the Tumed were the first to
abandon nomadism. Mongols in Hohhot Tumed area reaffirm their Mongolian ethnic character by constantly
stressing themselves as ‘Mongols who cannot speak Mongolian’. Despite, by and large, having forgotten the
Mongolian language, the Tumed continue to preserve their ethnic culture. Rather than disappear with the
Mongolian language, Mongolian culture evolved in a diverse ways and continues to impact everyday life. Tumed
Mongols observe two distinct cultures through a single language; they are Mongols who lost their mother tongue
who continue to maintain a “sinicised” Mongolian culture. They actively reconstruct and preserve the Mongolian
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identity it in the Chinese language.

Key words: language; culture; sinicisation; Tumed Mongols
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