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Horse, Image of Nomadic culture in Classical literature of the Central Plain

GAO Xiao-kang

(Institute of Chinese Intangible Cultural Heritage, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangdong Guangzhou 510275)

Abstract: The image of horse is of great significance in exchanges between farming culture and nomadic culture in
Chinese history. Firstly because the horses used in the farming culture mainly inputs and improved from the
nomadic culture, and the nomadic culture martial spirit is also reflected in the image of riding and shooting. As the
war and trade, cultural exchange, Western good horses entered the Central Plain and improved the breed of horse,
and influenced the Central culture to appreciate brave, bold spirit. Thus Horse in Chinese culture becomes a
symbol of war and heroic imagine. This symbolic imagery manifested through art and literature, precipitated in
Chinese traditional aesthetic spirit, and made the spiritual connotation of the Central Plain culture richer.

Keywords: image of horse; Central Plain; nomadic culture
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