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reception and construction of nuclear risk

FANG Xiang

(Department of Sociology and Social Work, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou, 510275)

Abstract: This paper is going to analyze the important role that the media, as well as the internet society,
has played in Chinese people’s nuclear risk perception and construction. The author claims that before
the Hukushima nuclear accident in Japan, Chinese media rarely report news about nuclear risks inside
China. In the Chinese society nuclear risk has been weaken by the media for a long time. After
Hukushiama accident because of the media’s propaganda people start to precept the risk from nuclear
power. Internet society has become the public sphere of nuclear risk construction and anti-nuclear
movement mobilizing. In China the media broadcast and the mobilizing of internet society shape people’s
risk perception and construction.

Key words: nuclear risk; media; internet society; risk perception; risk construction
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