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On the Human Dignity and the Dignity of Paideia

GAO DE-Sheng
(Research Institute of Moral Education, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097 )
Abstract: The need of dignity is essential for human being. Generally speaking, there are
two types, i.e. universal dignity and acquired dignity. Actually the universal dignity enjoyed by
everyone is an acquired dignity for the human dignity is the achievements that the whole human
race has always struggled for from the day of the birth of mankind. And the acquired dignity,
comprised of self-esteem and the activity of respects, can be realized so long as self-esteem as



bedrock and the practice of respects as means. As a self-conscious cultural activity, education is
also long for the dignity. And the way that education deserves its dignity lies in the persistence
that education holds firmly its own essence and substantive values, and meanwhile to gain the
recognition from the states and the other social systems. Paideia is a fashion which can spur and
enlighten the individuals to gain the dignity, but in the real world not all the educations
contribute to the realization, except the venerable education.

Key words: dignity, human dignity, the dignity of paideia
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